CDR Ralph Eugene Cheney, USN
Born January 2, 1916, Butler County, Iowa
Died March 17, 1997, Houston, Texas
Interred in Arlington National Cemetery, Section 60, Grave 6173.

Ralph Eugene Cheney, 81, retired Navy Commander, died Monday, March 17, 1997, in Houston, after a 17-year battle with Alzheimer’s disease. A Naval aviator for 28 years, he graduated from Thomas Jefferson High School in San Antonio, attended Texas A&M University where he was a member of the Aggie Band, and Southern Methodist University (SMU), where he was a member of Lambda Chi Alpha fraternity. 
He received his wings in Pensacola, Florida, on October 22, 1940. He began his 28-year Navy career as a pilot and served in the Pacific during World War II. He participated in the battles at Wake Island, Coral Sea, and Guadalcanal, making 350 flights. He served on the USS Salt Lake City in the Pacific, and later served in Mediterranean on the carriers Oriskany and Tarawa. 
He also flew high-performance jets, breaking the sound barrier in 1954, and worked on experimental aerial photograph projects. His honors included an Air Medal. He was commanding officer of the Aeronautical Photographic Experimental Laboratory (APEL) in Johnsville, Pennsylvania, for four years from 1958 to 1962 before being transferred to the Naval Air Systems Command, Navy Yard, Washington, D.C., where he lived nearby on Lake Barcroft in Annandale, Virginia. 
Cheney retired in 1967 at the Navy Yard, Washington, D.C., as a specialist in aerial photography. After retirement, from the Navy, he worked for Airtronics, Dulles, Virginia, as a consultant, and lived in Annandale until 1973 when he retired and moved to Houston where he lived for 24 years. He was a member of Memorial Drive United Methodist Church and a lifetime member of the National Museum of Naval Aviation in Pensacola. He and his father, Clair Eugene Cheney—a retired Major and pilot in the U.S. Army Air Corps and a veteran of World Wars I and II, were members of the Order of the Daedalians.

Survivors include his wife of 53 years, Carolyn Sue Weber Cheney, daughter Carol C. (“CiCi”) Williamson Kelly and husband John of McLean, Virginia, and son Robert Eugene Cheney and wife Lois of Bethesda, Maryland; five grandchildren, Robert, Richard, and Chris Williamson, and Ryan and Amanda Cheney; brother Harold Knox Cheney of Lake Elsinore, California. Family will receive friends on Thursday, March 20, 1997, from 5 to 7 p.m. at George H. Lewis & Sons, 1010 Bering Drive, Houston. Graveside services will be held at Arlington National Cemetery in Arlington, Virginia,k on March 28, 1997. For those desiring, memorial contributions may be given to Naval Aviation Museum Foundation, P. O. Box 33104, NAS Pensacola, FL 32508.
